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but the naval power of Spain had been irretrievably
shattered and the destruction of the Armada marks
the first step in the decline and fall of that country.

For their success the English had been greatly
indebted to fortune. The delay in the starting of
the expedition, the result mainly of the death of
Santa Cruz, and the storm which overtook the fleet,
had enabled them to complete their preparations for
defence, had given the Dutch time to co-operate with
them against Parma, and had prevented the Guises
from coming to the help of Philip. And the wind
had favoured the fire-ship attack at Calais, had forced
Medina Sidonia to retreat northwards, and had com-
pleted the practical annihilation of the Armada. Well
might Elizabeth regard the victory as the result of
the interposition of a Higher Power and re-echo the
exclamation of Deborah and Barak, " the stars in
their courses fought against Sisera." For despite the
elaborate measures taken to repel invasion, the navy
and the weather saved England. It is true that a
large army had been gathered together, and that the
enthusiasm of the country had been great, but the
soldiers, to whom the queen delivered a stirring oration
at Tilbury, were untrained and ill-armed and com-
manded by Leicester, whose incompetence had been
proved already. They would have been no match
for the victorious and experienced veterans of Parma,
who was himself the first general of the age, and who
enjoyed the prestige of many a victory. Mad the
Spanish troops effected a landing, there can be little
doubt that they would have conquered England and
changed the whole history of mankind.